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YES Fama 


0 R refuling to ſis ign the petition re- 
a ſpecting the reduction of the Cin Laß 
expences, Kc. at the meeting 'on Monday 
laſt, "at — — . and immediately cortling eo 
Town for my opinion thereon, were very 
pleaſing and perhaps fortunate circumftances: 
for as no One can foreſee, when ſuch ſeriou 
matters are, once ſet on foot, where they may 
end, it poſſibly may prevent : a polticat AGE + 
N between us herea after, - i ri 
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n 1 then had With you, 
rs of no more than a general outline 
El Ideas ; there was not time ſufficietit, 

B nor 


4 
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— PETITIONS, 


nor Was I e N to enter into 
a full diſcuſſion of the ſubjeck; but as it Hs 
frequently occurred to me ſince, and finding = 
myſelf at. leiſure, I now mean to give you © 
my opinions in writing, more rally thad I was | 
able in that converſation, 


Your being — to 1 fan the petition 1 
Fa am very ſure aroſe from an upright. a 
well diſpoſed motive; and I believe that the 
areateſt part of thoſe, who have ſigned it, 
were induced by the like good intention: 
1 But if my memory does not fail me, you 
acknowledged , that the Minority Members 
of Parliament, who have been the moſt for- 
ward in promoting theſe. petitions and Aﬀo- 
ciations, are actuated by ſelfiſh and ambitious BY 
Views. Vet, however, you obſerved, that while 5 
they were the inſtruments to ſet on foot a "Mp 
Redreſs of Grievances, the people at- large 
had nothing to do with their private motiyes, E 
and your obſervation was very juſt ſuppoſing 3 
they really mean what they publickly profeſs, 5 
but as there appear to me very ſtrong reaſons 
to, entertain doubts on that head, I think the 
country Gentlemen and other Freeholders i in 
the Counties ought to hep thoſe doubts 1 in 
view 
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Jim? 


this claſs of men, and all thoſe under their 


and really wiſh theſe meetings to Pye any 
| e a to hs COR mee: v 
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be d of thoſe 7 families which 54 
pear to dignify theſe petitions and aſſociations 


-_ 


5 


ought not to dazzle the well meaning Freehol- 


der: it is well known that thoſe Fe 3 have 


been candidates for power for many years paſt, 
and that they have been unſucceſsful candi- 


dates; we may then naturally i imagine what 
at preſent, is the diſpoſition of their minds 
and alſo that of many others of an inferior 
d Wha! come upger. the fame deſeri eg. 
our vin 11 oy 4: 

N . is, > - 1-4 ay incumbent on 9 Fre: ree- 
holders at large to examine into the nature 


and extent of theſe petitions and aſſociations, 


and make themſelves maſters of the real pur- 


port and probable conſequences of them; 
they ſhould take under conſideration what 
are the proper objects for petitions and aſſo- 
| ciations.— When once the Body of Freehol- 


ders are clearly and fully poſſeſſed of theſe, 
and tene to purſue every legal and 
4 Va " con- 


N "a and mt the proceedings. of | 


influence, if they themſelves are in earneſt 


vw» 


Se 


PT Oy meatis of obtaining thoſe WA x 
jects, 1 {hill rejoice- tb ſec petitions aud a8. 
clatibns in every county in E for 
then there will be great reaſon re 
for a Reformation and Redreſs of 'Grievances3 
but on the other hand, I am perſuaded if 
| they ſuffer themſelves to be guided and di- 
rected by thoſe forward pedple before | de+ 
Tcribed, their petitions will produce very little 
elſe than private anirnofity, tumult and con- 
fufian. But I will ſuppoſe petitioning: may go 
Tomething further, it may perhaps effect a 
change of Miniſtry the grand if not the ſole 
Object of theſe Mmority Leaders—yet J will 
venture to affirm, it will never produce thoſe 
ſolid and eſſential advattages to the Commu- 
nity, which many well meaning people who 
have ſigned the petitions feem to expect.— 


Hereafter 1 may proba give yur” nd 
further thoughts on the ſubj * 
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N. vou ben to my lat; aa thin 
m letter abounds with aſſertions, but 
— proofs to ſupport the opinions I have | 
advanced. In this, I mean to enter more mi- 
_ to the: e rr en ee 
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What is the * of Da en «fra 


Yorkſhire and the other Counties? It is; 


That before any new burthens be laid upon 
this country, effectual meaſures may be taken 


by the Houſe of Commons to enquire into, 


and correct the groſs abuſes in the expendi—- 


ture of public money; to reduce all exorbi- 


tant emolutnents; to reſcind and abokſh all 


fline-cure places and unmerited penſions; and 
to appropriate the produce to the neceſſities 
of the State in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom 


of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet. Should it be 


granted, that the favings to the State would 
be no mort, according to the moſt exaggerated 


eſtimate, than two hundred thouſand pounds 
A Vear, 4s here Frecholder in England 


FE | of 


1 


teig enemies alinoſtat out doors? Surely not: 
But ir may be: ſtill ſaid, that it is ſonzething 
towards it; and the prearnble to the petition 
eſtimatet that the Erowri derives its great and 
unconſtitutional influence,» now ſo much 


* ENT. 


of common underſtanding who thinks this, 

merely as an aid for carrying on the preſent 
expenſive war, an object of ſyffficient importance 
to throw the whole nation into tumult and 


confuſion, at a time when we have ſo many fo- 


D of, from theſe places and penſions. 
In the cbᷣrſe of this correſpondenee I mean 
to ſhew that the reducing. and aboliſhing 


theſe places! and penfions, (if too we inſtitute 


the long talked of plan of triennial Par- 
Haments) would very little diminiſh the 
preſent influence of the Crown, compared 
with other circumſtances which I ſhall here» 
after point out; ſome of which might with 
great 3 be . e ve: TP pet 
res 02 4h 
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HSE Dennert A n of: | 
11 Would be glad to be informed, whether 
any of theſe forward promoters of Petitions, 


and Aſſociations, have pointed out what the 


further reformations, which they have in 


view, are, If their intentions, reſpecting refory 
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mation" of abuſes, er and propat; 
there can be no juſt reaſon for concealing 
them, on the contrary it would animate the 
Body of 'Freehglders, in each cut to fup- 
port and 5 the Petition with A: 
| zeal and arddur. 3110709 e lee 
21¹ aut, Er pda Th Iu; &13- 91} 7 10 Fas | 
It is my firm belief that the promoters of 
theſePetitionsandAflociations have not pointed 
out any other objects of reformationg be- 
cauſe they have nd Tuct-objects in view 
Nay, I will venture to 8⁰ farther, Lam per- 
ſuaded, that they do not ſeriouſly with :that 
even the prayer of the/-petition:{Kould bo 
complied with.—They: know very well, that 
though it is not ſo very important in its 
ovyn nature and extent, as they would wiſh 
the people to believe, yet at the ſame time 
they know that no object of equal importance 
could attract the attention of the public 
ſo much; they are alſo perſuaded, that 
the prayer will moſt probably be rejegted, 
and theſe: conſiderations: have induced them 
Ms this * 4 no other.. 
1 tes 51. 
; Akhavgh I benni it to uy an py 
| truth, among __ who are converſant with 
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„„ 
ela the various Courts on the Continent, 
that the Government: of Great Britain, cons 
fidering the Magnitude of its power, and coms 
parative value of money, is conducted with 
| i{-exptnce than any other Government in 
> _ Europe, yet the exorbitant and untieceſſary 
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* "waſte of public treaſure, in gratifying the # 
Poecodigality of afariceiof-Placemenand! Pen- 2 


Gu and the wanton. erpenditures under 

the article of ſocrat ſervice, & for which 
Miniſtry do not account to the public, ever 
was and! ever will be a ſubject of popular Ml 
cry und of courſe when any ſet of men oß 
rank and influence ſtand forth as the champi- 
ons in the cauſe of the people, to (diminiſh 
this imagined -+cxorbitant and unneceſſarx 
waſte of treaſure; drawn from the purſes, more Ea 
or leis, of every individual in! the n, * 
W cannot fail of, by brand. * rods 


i | Wben l ay adi; and 9 malte 
| 1 beg you would not ſuppoſe that I think it 
is wholly ſo, it is partly imaginary and partly 
real: for the unneceflary waſte is by no 
means ſo much as the people in general! 
14 imagine. In general the profits of Civil 
. | 3 under the . are but barely 
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1 * 
ſuffeient to Fin them decently: In their 


Nation in life 3 the profits of many not fuffi- 
clent even for that; yet, however, I WI | 


admit that there are ſome officers/ under the 


Crown, Who, Pafticularly in time. of wan, 
receive” moſt exorbitant: profits; And, in- 
deed; while the reſt of the people. are groanc - 
ing under an additienal weight of taxes, each 
year impoſed on them, for earrying en 4 

moſt threatening and expenſive ' war, ſome, 

obliged | to narrow their enjoyments in 
life, and many others reduced to 3 
the "fight of theſe Leviathans rolling in | 
wealth, acquired by that very means, which 
has reduced a great part of the nation to penury 
and want, muſt create mortifying refleQions| 
J will alſo grant that there are many fine-cure 


Places unneceffary, and Penfions unmierited; 


and ſhall therefore moſt heartily join the 
ery of the multitude, in praying that the 
profits of theſe officers, and theſe unneceſ- 


7 fary phres and unmerited penſions, may be 
retrenched, and aboliſſied, and that the ſav- 


ings: therefrom be appropriated to the ſervice 


of ms — 4 —1 | [ 
e 50 


8 Kal 
i 
"ij 


— 


# a 1% 8 - — — 
— — — * 
1 2 — 
— 2 — 7 
— 
——— 
— 


— 
—_— 
_—_— — 


— 
Pong — 


= o 4 * - * 
4 — a 
—— 5 rr 
„ » 5 Les _ 


of the nation; I will ſuppoſe that it is not: 


that the appropriation reſts ſolely in the 
breaſts of the Miniſtry for the time being, 
over which they have, and always muſt have, 


Himſelf, abuſes on this head I, do not ſee 


| ſtances may call loudly for ;reformation, and 
the attempt to reform them, if done in a 
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r 
— I. will not ſay, that the money expended 
under the article of Secret Service, is always 
applied with due attention to the real ſervice 


yet, as I. apprehend there muſt be ſuch, an 


| article of expence in all well-eſtabliſhed go- x 


vernments, and as the very name implies, 


a diſcretionary, uncon trauled power, and for 
which they are accountable only to the King 


how Parliament can interfere with propriety. z 
and, indeed, I have reaſon. to believe, that 
the. money which might be ſaved in this 
article, under the moſt upright adminiſtra- 
tion, would be ſcarcely a national object. 
The Lender in; the Warth, | wir, | 
have fixed on this abuſe, as the object of * 
their Petitions: and although the circum 


legal, conſtitutional, and pacific. manner, may 
be laudable; yet, as was before obſerved, 
[ believe 


A [ "tr" - 
believe the Minority Leaders do not expect 
the prayer will, nor is it their wiſh that 
it ſhould be complied with. Several reaſong 
occur, which Induce me to adopt this be- 
lief; and I ſhall give them in my next, 
« gs "Sx | 1 " . I 8 p - R 5 
4 * | 0 8 | : 
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HOULD che Petitions be ſo numerous, 
and come from ſuch a great and re- 
ſpectable part of the nation, as to make it 
unſafe, or at leaſt impolitic in Miniſtry 


| to diſregard them, and actually ſet about 


the Reform therein propoſed, - the popu- 
larity of theſe Leaders would, in that caſe, 
be immediately tramsferred to the preſent 
Miniſtry. For, though many might im- 


pute the Miniſterial proceedings to timi- 


dity, there would be many ready to ac- 
knowledge their candour and moderation, 
in mowing the graſs that was growing under 
their feet; and, of courſe, the plan for over- 
turning the preſent Miniſtry would be totally 


defeated. On the other hand, ſhould Mini- 


ſtry reject or diſregard the Petitions, all 
thoſe who have ſigned them will conſider - 
themſelves treated with inſult and contempt, | 
and, of courſe, the minds of the Freeholders 
in the various Counties will be more 1n- 


| flamed ku I againſt * project 


A. — y 


{ 2g A 
= [Agminiſtration., * aver: and this Sin, 
by the ſcaſonable application of freſh matte, 
VA from time to time, to keep alive and en- 
17 creaſe the reſentment, will certainly co-ope- 


kate with the views of the Minority, at * 


P 


1 hope hag has been 8 D i" 
not be conſtrued to proceed from prejudiced. 
I bear the Gentlemen who compoſe the Mi- 
7 nority no ill-will, Many of; them-I per- 
ſionally know, and reſpect for their domeſtic 
| virtues, as well as elevated Nation; and as. 
to others, whom I know only a8 actors 
on the political ſtage, I view, unbiaſſed b 
che prejudices of party, their public con- 
duct. Be perſuaded, that in the courſe of 
theſe Letters you will find, that my opinion 
is not governed by the political creed * my 
party whatſoever. 


3 You alked my ſentiments re ſpecting theſe 
. Petitions, which I could not fully explain to 


: x you, without entering into an examination of 
8 7 Brig of thoſe who. firſt ſet them on foat# 


in that mis atiop, I have endeavonred 
Þ 1 ſtrichjy 


n 1 
Atrictly to adhere to impartiality, truth, ard 
juſtice But that their object, aim, and end 25 
are what J deſcribed in my laſt Letter, may, 1 
J think, be proved almoſt beyond a doubt, F = 
e advert to their conduct in a very recent 
matter reſpecting Ireland. It is well known, 

for ſome years paſt, they have ſeemed to take 

F the cauſe of Ireland under their protection, 
- in parliament and elſewhere, - They talked | 
Joudly of the expediency, and even neceſſity, 
of granting that Country ſome relief; yet. 
always vaguely, without pointing out ſpeci- 
ically any one mode which ought” to be 
adopted. Some of them went over to that 1 
Kingdom, to make themſelves acquainted 
- with the diſtreſſes of the Country; I will 
not ſay, to foment diſcontents, and render 
the inhabitants more uneafy. under their 
miſerable ſituation; though ſome will not 
ſcruple to aſſert this, how juſtly T know not. 
Yet I can aflert, from my own knowledge, 
.that the Iriſh, who came here to ſolicit redreſs, 
looked on the Minority as their Patrons; 
they had a ready admittance into their 
houſes every day at breakfaſt, and a hearty 
invitation to their tables at dinner: : in ſhort, 
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5 thereon i in either Houſe of Parliament, »e7d 
4 when the. Minority, the quondam patrons. of 
bu Ireland, found the Miniſter had taken up 


7 Oppoſition were burnt in effigy. 


KK 1 


vation. At length the Miniſter propoſed a 
plan of relief for the Iriſh, equal to their 


claims, and ſuperior to their expectations. 


The meaſure was carried without any debate 


that matter on ſuch ground as would give 


7 | the Iriſh ample fatisfaQtion, they retired 
| from the Houſe, ſilent, abaſhed, and con- 


founded. As ſoon as this event reached Ire- 
land, it immediately excited in the breaſts of 
the inhabitants univerſally, ' both in their. 


Houſes of Parliament and elſewhere, a con- 


tempt of the Minority, for the baſe ch 
tion of their cauſe, when put to the teſt;;. 

well as gratitude to the Miniſter, for his % 
ſonable regard to their intereſt and welfare. 
In ſhort, bonfires, illuminations, and other 


| demonſtrations of joy and gratitude, in Dub- 
lin and other places, were inſtituted in ho- 


nour of the Miniſter; and the Leaders in 


Perhaps 


the Iriſh looked to that; party; alone nor 81. 


. 
Perhaps if we were to ekümine into the 
conduct of the Minority for theſe laſt bet 


other fide; the Atlantic, it might ſtrengthen 
the opinion I have advanced: ' But they are 


F can ſeareely even form a- plauſible con- 
Jecture: 1 therefore with to draw. a veil 


fotute events, which time will bring forth, 
heartily wiſhing; that the cataſtrophe of that 


Rappily to both Countries, as the late con- 
motions of Ireland have dene. When once 
the ſcene is cloſed, we ſhall then be better 
able to form a judgment, whether the peo- 
ple in this Country, or the Americans, owe 
any thanks to the Minority,” for their con- 
auc N this unfortunate n. 
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LETTER 


or fifteen years, reſpecting the affairs on re 
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fHY pending; and how they will terminate, 


over the melaneholy ſubject, aud wait for 


' tragedy may terminate as ſatisfactorily and 
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= TAM not ddelined to quate trite, old- 
of: 1 Faſhioned ſeraps of morality, and, per- 
baps, you are leſs inclined to attend to them: 
yet I can ſcarcely avoid obſerving, that the 
= late conduct of the Minority corroborates an 
old maxim, viz, when men in public ſta- 
ons are not actuated by a pure ſincerity and 
7 | integrity. of heart, but depend on craft and 
chicane to acquire and ſupport an import- 
ance, many events, in the courſe of life, will 
happen, to lay them open to the world, ren- 
der them contemptible, and make the miſ- 
I chief they enviouſly mean d others, to recoil 
on e | 


. 1 haye . 8 for * * 90 
1 not mean further reformation of abuſes, nor 
exen of the abuſes alluded to in the petitions. 
9 Moft of the miſapplications of the public 
5 treaſure, ariſe from a deſire either of age - 
8 | HOI The. power of the Crown, or. of - 
1 95 » WIS rewarding 
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he takes the advantage of his ſituation, and 


1 | 
rewarding the Creatures and Dependants of 
the Court; the power of the Crown de- 
volying on the Miniſter for the time being. 


enriches himſelf, or r his adherents. | 5 


ww. Y 


— 2 


_ b 


1 talen it will be adinithed, . the 
en of power or wealth, or both, 
has commonly been the inducement for men, 
in all ages, to undertake fo fatiguing, ſo ardu- 
obus, and, in general, ſo unthankful a taſk, as 
that of conducting the affairs of a kingdom: 
a taſk; abſtracted from theſe inducements, 
leſs deſirable in this Country, than perhaps 
in any other, on account of the ſuperior. 
conſtitutional right in the people to call 
the Miniſter to account, when oF Rik 
prove of his conduct. 


42 will not, 1 ſay, with truth and 

. Juſtice, that there have never been Miniſters, 
in any Countty, who have undertaken the 
conduct of national affairs, merely from an 
enthuliaſtic, or diſintereſted view of render- 
ing themſelves uſeful to mankind. If we 
5 . we ws | reaſonably allow, 
1 there 


£4 25 


euere 100 been ſucht: but oft 4 the es- 
10 racters that have been recorded; will be 


found; in general, fo have elle! at these 
W +145 of 4 Ecuntfy, when luxuty and diſſi- 
a E werd yet unknown, Doubtlels; there 
in this, and habe been in al} ages, irien 
' vires. But when the minds of the pe. 
1 „of any country, ate corrupted, 4 mur of 
11 real integ tir) and ability, knowing that the 
Pate bilmeſs of that country ear ſeartely: 
155 Pe carried on without ſome degree of art 
Wand duplicity, will ſeldom ſeek for public 
Wcniploythent; he - will rathet fetire fram 
W the buſtle of miniſterial buſineſs and ſeek 
bor price and trariquifiry in a private ſtation, 
5 Boctius and Bekfartus, however, are inſtanees 
ts the eontrary: they x were miniſters of d ſtern, 

iaffexiblée virtue in a court itmimérfed iti lux. 
ury and abandoned proſtitution: but they 
Vete both of chem at length bamfhed frort 
| % that court, having too much virtue für the 
corrupt ages im which they fiveds 'Everi the 
WE prefeiit century has furniſhed us With' an in 
+5 | ſtancs; 1 wean, the wiſe, the upright, and 


Wo the fincere Cardinal Fleury; who, though æ 
, 1 ws not xe; though a miniſter was 
x not 


ed 


4 — * 

5 PT -— a- ju . _ . * 
— ad of = by mw 
— — . 

=> 2 | n 
- * 299 
- — N — 4d — 
* — - — — — 


— 1 
bl 
—— — 
— 


| 


71 
af } q 
T i! 
8 ö : 
= 
” C 
1. 
47% 
5 ; 
f 4 
it A f 
o 
it : 
0 . 
1 »2 
: 4 
: 45 
WAKE 3 
: / 
1:29 
: ' 


from a [Nate of wretchedneſs,. exhauſted and 


teenth, to a ſtate of opulence never known 


| wines O Au, + Srv; 


ing a hope to find ſuch in our own times. 


hungry dependants; and that his qbject ſhould 


nour, for his. ſpirited aud VOTING conduct. 


not ambitious, and Who maintained his po- 
pularity and. power to his death. By hig wiſ- 
dom and dif ntereſtedneFs he raiſed: France, 


redueed by the ambition of Louis the Four- 


before; and during the courſe of upprards of 
OP: n renten er (lau PE: * 
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rity): no one ever . ark him of an action 
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Uablemiched thorafies lend. we ed 
of. With: -reyerence; but without, entertain 


All the virtue we can hope for in a Miniſter 
in ſo luxurious and diſſipated an, age as the 
preſent, is, that he ſhould be diveſted of that 
narrow, mercenary; principle of holding his 


place, for the ſake of ſerving himſelfj and his 


be t9 again popularity and, power While. Ive, 
ing, and to have. bis memory tranſmit». | 
ted down: to poſterity with applauſe and: ho- 


„ 
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nad we now another Chatham : 


1 


- T'do'not recollect 4 Miniſter this Coun-! 5 
try has produced, in the - preſent century, 
who anſwers to this character, except the late 
Lord Chatham. He had a ſoul tov great to be 


actuatecꝭ by mercenary views; and his public; 
conduct Was enterprizing, noble, and diſin- 


15 tereſted. Had he been bleſſed with the phi- 
We lofophical moderation of Fleury, I would 


have him elafſed in a rank fupetior to Him; 
but he was a ſlave to expenſive oſtentation. 


When Fleury died, after all his debts. and 


funeral expences were paid, his fortune 


amounted to ten thouſand livres, or eobt 
hundred Pounds ſterling. Lord Chatham 


died INSOLVENT." | But blemiſhes in bis do- 
meſtie character, are already almoſt: oblite- 


1 rated by the ſplendour of his“ public vir- 


tues; and, when his - private failings . ſhall- 


WE have been long buried in oblivion, poſterity”. 
N ſhall read volumes recording the tranſactions 
"% 155 his miniſtry, with wonder and admira- 


non. Happy: would it be for this country, 


». 
4 


Ei N. one E Mibtinber; i in either Houſe, 
convince us, what *. is actuated as that 
* | | "OF. 


% 


5 f 22 J 

125 lately-decenled, venerable Peer wis, by the 
 defite of obtaining the good-will 6f the 
pebple, and tranſmittiug His name dowh ts 
- poſtetity with honour and fame, he will ſoon 
beceme the God of our idolatry. There 1s 
one I could name, but it might be deemed 
ftattery to menkion him, Whom nature and 
education hays bfeſſed with genius and abit 
ties, bt inferler to Lord Cahathani, Sificere“ 
Iy id it te be withed, that he wüs equally 
ahimated with an enthuſikſtie Zeul for the 
ſervite of his country. His youthful ardétit, 
many ſenſs, univerſal knowklge, and ere“ 
ative! fohius, * Wbuld, If directed BY! the prific- 
ciple of public virtue, cauſe: ſubhb prompt 
derifions and vigorous efforts tix "6U? ebufr- 
cia, as would ſobh ' Itſpiro out fleets and 
atinſes with confidetice. Then would they 
ſhew- their inherent, bold, intrepid diſpoſe 
tian, In every part of the world; whete oor 
enemies: ate to be found, and perform what 
ocher nations aud * N or 
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Pardon this Agelos i he though i it 


may hot appear to be immediately to the 
ae in queſtion, has yet 4 near relation 
VI ak | to 


(38 ] 

to it. I meant to illuſtrate a poſition before 
laid down—That the acquirement and poſ- 
Wl ſoſſion of power or wealth, or both, have 
I peen, in general, the indueement for men 
do aſpire to the reins of government; though 
we hats had ſome exceptions to the con- 


trary. 


i wok, us - round to the Leaders a 
te Minority, who have fo long been candi- 
dates for miniſterial places, and ſee. if we can 
point out one whom we can ſuppoſe, (not- 
withſtanding: the abilities of ſome of them 
are very diſtinguiſhed) diveſted of | theſe 
inducements, or who has any ſimilitude with 
choſe great characters before-mentioned. 


* 
% 


I confeſs myſelf unequal to the taſk. 


If their natural diſpoſitions and paſt con- 
aud give us no reaſon to believe they are 
= 9ifintereſted at preſent, while they are Oppo» 
Lak fers of Government, can our hopes be better 
7 founded on their political principles, whoa 
. = 1 Miniſters ? N 


- 4 
* 7 


d 
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-Fhey: call themſelves Whigs, and they 


"hi branded the preſent Miniſtry with the 


name of Tory, on a ſuppoſition that it is a 


name reproachful and aon 60 the . 


111 16 not my lube in this: Kiter, to to 
enter into the merits of the political tenets 
which thoſe words mean to convey, nor to 
examine whether they are names properly 
applied. I will for a moment admit that 
they are: yet, if the profeſſions of Whig- 

giſm are not ſo ſincere, as to curb and re- 
ſtrain the love of power in a | Minifter, 
© which was not the caſe in the laſt age, I 


think I may venture to aſſert, that we have 
as little foundation for hope of diſintereſted- 


neſs from tlie preſent Whigs, on account of 
their political principles, any more than from 
cheir natural N 

I will now 1 A Uttle ta the conduct of 
the Whigs, when in power ; and the laſt 
reign will give us ample field for ſpecula- 
tion: for this country, near the whole of 
that period, was governed by Whigs. Sir 
Robert Walpole's moſt zealous friends did 


not, 1 believe, even mention, among his 
other 


| 1 af "I's ] . 
other good qualities, the virtue of diſintereſt- 
ednéſs And as to the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
Having been on the political ſtage a year, 
in the latter part of his adminiſtration I can 
ſpeak from my own knowledge reſpecting his 
political principles and conduct: and thou gh, 
be was diveſted of the paſſion of accumu- 
2X Tating wealth, and fo far from realizing any 
W "pecuniary benefits to himſelf, that he ſquan- 
dered away ah iminenſe patrimòônial fortune 
in vain oſtentation, and died almoſt a beggar, 
yet I may venture fo aſſert, that the abolition 
of Sine-cure Places and Penſions, the re- 
trenching of the profits of poſts under Go- 
vernment, however exorbitant, or, in any way 
whatever, diminiſhing the power aid influ- 
ence of the Crown, made no part of His poli- 
tical creed: and I will further aſſert, that 
the additional increaſe of Sine- cure Places 
and Penſions, the exorbitant profits of 
efficient Places, and alſo the expenditure un- 
$ der the head of Secret and Special Service, 
Kc. were as great during his adminiſtration, 
= 23s at any other period of equal duration, 
from che Revolution to the preſent time *. 


But this matter may be ity aſcertained by the papers 
lately laid before the Houſe of Commons, 


E Any 


G. 
4 . 


1 26 J 
Any one leſs aequainted with my political 


principles than you are, would, upon the 


peruſal of theſe Letters, naturally conelude 
me to be a rank Tory, and a zealous advo- 
cate for the preſent adminiſtration. But you 
know, I was educated from my infancy in 
the ſtrict principles of Whiggiſm, and to 
which principles I have ſtedfaſtly adhered in 
_ eyery period of my life, but have never attach- 
ed myſelf to any party, or ſet of men, under 


that or any other political denomination :. for 


I never found any ſet of men, after they 
became public, political characters, act con- 
ſiſtently with thoſe principles of Whiggiſm, 
which I had been taught. No one who 
performs an active part in the political ſcene, 
can be aWhig i in practice, unleſs he be diveſted 
of ambition and avarice; and inſtances of 
ſuch ſo rarely occur, that I have long laid it 
down as a maxim, that ſpeculative Whiggiſm 
is one thing, and practical Whiggiſm ano- 
ther. As to my being an advocate for the 
preſent adminiſtration, I am no more an 
advocate for them, than I would be for any 
other ſet of men under the like circumſtances. 
This e 18 Furrounded, on all ſides, with 
; danger, 
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danger, and, therefore, the Miniſters for the 


time being ſhould be free from all internal 
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embarraſſments as much as poſſible, that their 
attention may be employed to ward off the 
blows meditated againſt this country by our 


foreign enemies; inſtead therefore of embar- 
> - taſfing, 1 think it thy duty ffrenuouſly to 


ſupport them, at leaſt, until the generality 
of the people ſhall agree, in making choice of 
another ſet of Minifters, pteferable to the 
preſent, which is not likely to be the caſe at 
this juncture. But however if there be any 
fet of men, whom the people have more con- 
fidence in, although they ſhould not have 
more intrinſic merit, I ſhall be one of the 
firſt to give my voice for a change. And 
this conduct and opinion reſpecting the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, I adopt, as being con- 
fiſtent with thoſe principles of Whiggiſm 
which were originally taught me. Is 
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E us admit that- the preſent Leaders 

of Oppoſition, from the whole tenor of 

their conduct, would be as deſirous, of ſup⸗ 
porting and upholding. the power and ipflu⸗ 
ence of the Crown, could they once get 
poſſeſſjon of it, as, any of their Whiggiſh pre- 
deceſſors; and, that though their attempts, 
have hitherto. proved, unſucceſsful, they are 
not, however, altogether deprived of hope, 
that they. may ſpme time or qther obtain the 
prize; then it naturally fgllows that while. 
that hope remains, | it cannot reaſonably . be 
ſuppoſed, that they ſeriouſly with to ſtrip. 
the garland of its flowers, without, which, . 
it will not be worth contending | for. 


E; 7 


I have thus given you my ſentiments on, = 
the preſent County Petitions, and the objects 7 
of the Leading Men in Oppoſition, who have | 
been the promoters of them, more fully than, 
I was able to do during our converſation on the. 
ſubject; and you may depend on theſe being: 


F 2+ } 

y real. ſentimients; for on lo important auc 
W coomentous/a ſabheck asi this, when an api 
nion is aſked, I ſhould conſider it highly 
eximinal te epnceal what. 1 apprehend) to be, 
3 4 the truth, | If. the reaſons 4 Have urged ſtrike 
1 Jeu as forcibly as they de me, you will. 


he perſuaded, Oppoſition; only mean to make 
a cat's. paw of the well-meaning Country 
Gentlemen and Veomabry, by holding out 
Za, lure to catch their attention, hy ren- 
1 derin ge the . preſent Miniſtry odious, and en- 
ſuring to thenaſelves the popular voice at che 
* , <alying General Election. Vou will alſo be 
5 2) convinced;; that, the prayer of the Petition, if 
1 = cpmplied With, will fall very far ſhort of 
redreſſing the Grievance ſo. univerſally curn - 
plained of throughout the kingdom, viz. 
de exorbifant and encreafing - power . of ile. 
cen: and you; will alſo, agree with) me, 
that neither the preſent Miniſtry, nor thoſe; 
* ö Who are candidates, will ever ſeriouſly en- 
d d eavour to reſtrain that growing power, unleſs 
% impelled by the general voice of the people. 
When the people, therefore, have juſt reaſon, 
to be alarmed at the encreaſe of this power, 
and ſeriouſſy conſider it as a dangerous evil, they 


wuſf feek for. remedy from themſelves alone. 
Were 
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Were there ſtill remaining in the nation & 
ſafficiency of that public virtue, which here 
tofore animated our anceſtors to unite in one 
cauſe diveſted of the narrow principles of 
ſelf-intereſt, to ſtem the torremt of regal and ⁵⁶ 
miniſterial power; I will venture to aflett, 
that the legal, conſtitutional power” might 6 
enſily be found; for it is veſted in the people. 
If chis powerful remedy is never exetted or put 
in force, it is in effect the ſame as if it did 
not exiſt : and if the people of this coutitty 
are become ſo indolent, luxurious ànd mer- 
cenary as to barter their liberties for à little 
temporary unmanly- enjoyment, they have 
no right to complain of the want of virtue in 4 iy 
Miniſters: ler them mend themſelves "ere 


they attempt to mend the State, and if they 


ſhould hereafter become ſlaves, it will not be 1 
the Court inffuence, but their own Viees 3 
that will N 8 5 
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LETTER, 


AVING mentioned, i in * lu Letter 
13 that I was educated in the ſtrict prin- 

ceiples of Whiggiſm, to which I haye al- 
3 ways ſtedfaſtly adhered, you deſire my deſi- 


13 nitign of thoſe principles. 


Whether they axe the preſent We of 
©. that party, I will not take upon myſelf to 
. 7 determine. The firſt rudiments of political 
= knowledge, I received when a boy, in an 
obſture part of England, from a plain, old- 
flaſhioned country gentleman, who was ef- 
teemed, in his neighbourhood, a man of 
3x7 literature, knowledge of the world, and in- 
tegrity of heart: He told me he was a Whig ; 
and, I then, and ever ſince, have confidaned 
his prineiples to be true a 


He e all the — Claw of the Suit 
7 Race, | becauſe they thewed a diſpoſition t to 
arbitrary power. | 
Sf Alſo 


1 1 
Alſo the Roman Catholic Religion, bes 


eauſe it had a tendency to co-operate . with 
the verde! in  gendering the people ſlaves. 


He abhörred 4. idea that Eccleſiaſtics, of 
any religion, ſhould enterfere, e officio, in the 
Civil Government of the nation; becauſe he 
thought Civil- and Religious matters ſhould 
be kept totally 1 rate and diſtinct. 

He was an m to \ ieftraint on wh 1- 
berty of Confaience reſpecting Religion, and, 
therefore, thought that perſons of every ſect 
ſhould enjoy an uninterrupted exerciſe of 
their reſpective modes of worſhip; until it 
appeared any of them had a tendency to diſturb 
the laws and conſtitution of the kingdom. 


He conſidered the expulſion of the Stuart 
family, and the inſtitution of the Bill of 
Rights, which ſoon after enſued, to be the 
baſis on which the liherties of the people of 
this country were eſtabliſhed and ſecured. 


He conſidered the preſent Family on the 
Throne, as being brought here merely 
Fr to 


# Þ 


+ to guarantee and preſerve thoſe Liberties; 
and if, at any future period of time, any 
a of the preſent family, or of any other 
A | family, ſhould ſhew an inclination to extend 
the power of the Crown beyond' the true 
4 intent, meaning, and ſpirit of the Bill of 
10 Rights, he ſhould be regarded with jea- 
ouſy; and if, by an overt act, he attempted 
= to gratify that inclination, he ought to be 
F treated like a Stuart. 


He Ld, that Toryiſm and Republicaniſm 
1 Rs from the prejudices of education, ſitua- 
1 1 tion, or diſpoſition; and many men of honeſt 
*% intentions had imbibed thoſe principles, on 


account of thoſe circumſtances. But Whig- 
giſm was founded on the ſolid baſis of juſtice, 


He thought, that an Ariſtocracy or a De- 
1 0 were more to be dreaded than even 


heſe, ſaid he, are the Principles of a 
1 true Whip : but, as it is written in an old 
8 book, long ſince laid aſide - Beware of falſe 
F prophets; 


| 


4 J 

prophets; ſo 1 ſay to you, beware. of falſe 
Whigs. There will be hypocrites, though 
perhaps under different forms, in all ages. 
When religion was the eriterion by Which 
men judged of the merit of others, deſign- 
ing men aſſumed the maſk of piety, and 
zeal for religion. 
ment and zeal for the liberty, laws, and con- 


ſtitution of the Country, ſhould be eſteemed "#7 
the higheſt degree of merit, crafty and am- 
bitious men will aſſume the maſk of Patri- 


otiſm ; but the following Characters, altho' 


they may aſſume the name of Whigs, can n if 1 


i) } 


never be juſtly eſteemed ſuch. 


J. He that does not ſcruple to factifice the My 
wealth, intereſt, peace and tranquility of the wh 
nation, in order to gratify his own private 


VIEWS. 


II. Every Engliſhman, who ſhall at any time 
be inſtrumental in fomenting diſcontents at 


home, or in any appendage to the Britiſh 


Government, when it does not appear that 


If at any time, an attach- 


3 


* * * 
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the legiſlature, or the Crown, have attacked 


the conſtitutional rights of any part or 
288 | member 
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Þ 1 
5 member of the community. Such an ons 
| is not only. an apoſtate from Whiggiſm, but 
2 i to the conſtitution. 


II. Any man, or ſet of men, openly, and 
avowedly giving countenance to rebellion, 
inſurrection, riot, or ſedition, while no branch 
of the legiſlature overſteps the bounds of the 
WT conſtitution, whatever political principles they 
F may poſleſs, are enemies to their country 
* and the executive power betrays the truſt 
repoſed therein, if ſuch are ſuffered to pro- 
"Ja with impunity. 


In wort, he told me, that the real Whig 
poſſeſſed the medium, or moderating prin- 
ciple, between the abettors of abſolute mo- 
F narchy, of republicaniſm, and ariſtocratic 


er « 


Virtus eft medium vutiorum et utrinque re- 


* | 


In 3 future Letters, I may probably 
ſet forth the nature and extent of the power 
e the Crown, and how far in my opinion it is, 
F 2 or 
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or may become, dangerous to the liberties of 


the people. I may alſo point out what 


appears to me to be the only legal and” con- 
ſtitutional means of reducing its influence, 
and ſtopping its growth in future. 


But, however, when I conſider the preſent 
diſpoſition of this Country, L little expect to 
ſee theſe means put in execution. It requires 
unanimity, coolneſs, ſteadineſs, and reſolution, 
qualities ſcarcely to be hoped for, from ſo mul - 
titudinous, and mercenary a people as now in- 
habit this iſland. Bleſſed is he who expects no- 
thing, for he ſhall not be diſappointed: and 
therefore, like the reſt of my countrymen, 
I'lt fink into indolent quiet for the pre- 


ſent: and fo till I feel myſelf diſpoſed to 
take up the pen again, I heartily bid you 


farewel. 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have 
been informed, that- the Miniſtry have 
in contemplatian, to meet the Petitioners 
half way, -and lay a heavy tax on all Places 
and Penſions, to be continued during the war, 
or as long afterwards as Parliament ſhall 


from 


5 5 [ 37 1 

trom year to year think proper. A tax which 
js not to be the guarantee of intereſt for 
money borrowed ; but to be appropriated, as 
b the Malt and Land tax are, for defraying the 
expences of the current year. But I have not 
been able to learn, whether the proportion of 
Ya rhe tax is yet fixed on. 


I ſhould apprehend the following propoſal 
would bring in a confiderable ſum annually, 
and in a great meaſure correſpond with the 
| | prayer of the Petition, viz. All efficient Places 
4:2; 7 =: pint } 10 per. Cent, 
From 500l. to 10001. a year 15 per. Cent, 
From 10091. to 3000l. a year 20 per. Cent, 
And all that exceed Zoool. | 
a year | 
& Sine-cure Places, and Penſions, ſhould be 
4 taxed double to the efficient Places, in the 
ene proportions, 


25 per. Cent. 


5 Thoſe perſons who poſſeſs more than one 
8 Place, or Penſion, to be taxed at the rate of 
the amount of all their Places, or Penſions 
in the ſame manner, as if the whole together 
aroſe from a ſingle Place, or Penſion. 
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